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The DePuy Hip Implant Recall
The DePuy Orthopaedics unit of Johnson & Johnson recently recalled two types of hip implants on August 26, 2010. Just one of the

recalled products was sold here in the United States: the DePuy ASR XL Acetabular System hip implant. Earlier this year, The New
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symptoms that led to revision surgery within the first five years of receiving the ASR hip implant. New data indicates that approxi-
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A hip joint is a type of “ball and socket” joint, and total hip replacement involves replac-

ing both parts at once. The ASR hip implant system, launched in the U.S. in 2004, is com-

prised of the ball (or femoral head) which connects to a stem and then fits inside the 

bowl-shaped socket (or acetabulum). With an ASR hip, a concave metal piece is used to

provide a smooth lining for the acetabulum. All components of the ASR hip implant are

included in the recall. Late last year, DePuy indicated it was phasing out the implants

because of “slowing sales.” However, in March of 2010, the company warned doctors that the implants might have a high failure

ƌĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ͘

Several years ago, metal-on-metal hip implants became popular because the metal was thought to be more durable than tradi-
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have become reluctant to use metal-on-metal hip implants. Studies have shown that met-

al-on-metal hip implant compo-

nents wear down quickly and

generate metallic debris that can
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metal hip implants.

Symptoms of a failing hip implant include pain, swelling, or difficulty walk-

ing. If you are experiencing any symptoms of pain or discomfort, you
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gone revision surgery or suspect that you may need to undergo surgery in the future, please contact William E. Robertson, Jr., for
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How do you find out if you have an ASR hip implant? 
Contact your Orthopedic Surgeon or the hospital

where the surgery took place. If you are unable to
determine the type of hip implant you received, we

will provide you with a release form to sign so that we
may obtain the brand name and model number of the

hip implant that you received.

Reported problems with the DePuy ASR hip system:

 Loosening of the product from the bone

 Bone around the implant may break

 �ŝƐĐŽůŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉůĂŶƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
move against each other are no long aligned

We do not handle claims against orthopedic surgeons. We handle claims against manufacturers, sellers and

distributors of defective devices. Our representation will be limited to those defendants. No attorney-client relationship

can be established with Kirk-Pinkerton absent the execution of a retainer agreement signed by an

authorized representative of Kirk-Pinkerton.
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